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Good morning everyone, 


Hope everybody got to enjoy some of the beautiful weather this weekend.  One of the things I
have been working on lately is recruiting new members for the Board of Forestry (BOF).  This
year we have three great members whose terms are expiring; Anne Beals representing
landowners, and Don Bright and Joel Cathy, both representing hardwood lumber.  So I
have been talking to people throughout the forestry community about potential new members. 
Lots of discussion of the strange new world we are living in due to COVID-19 of course, but
at the same time it seems that the practice of forestry has been able to keep on keeping on. 
The challenges that the mills are facing from collapsing demand and that the loggers are
facing with quotas are going to get worse before they get better, but for now work is still
getting done in the woods.


I talked to John Burke last week who is the chairman of the BOF and an active landowner in
Caroline County and he has done two timber sales, a burn, and had BMP work done in the last
couple of months.  He made a point to recognize Matt Coleman, Kevin Dodson, and Dave
Houttekier for their work and said that they hadn't missed a beat during all this.  This week's
Branch tells the same story, seven pages of work getting done - riparian buffer plantings, street
tree plantings, state lands timber sales, prevention work, seedling sales, assisting other
agencies, education and management planning.   Thank you all for making it work and for
your continued effort.   


We are not done yet, I'm not even sure if there is a done with this.  We have at least another
month of our current agency posture so now is a good time to take stock of how things are
going and if we need to address any issues to support ongoing operations.  We are holding our
scheduled Leadership Roundtable meeting tomorrow by conference call and our focus will be
on maintaining agency operations going forward.  


Another way to help landowners and to protect the forest is to help prevent bad actors from taking
advantage of this crisis.  Please remember to share the information about timber harvests during
COVID-19 - Your Forest Savings Account: During Troubled Times Pause. Plan. Act.  It's
been recentlyupdated with a link to the webinar recording about selling timber from VCE.
http://dof.virginia.gov/covid/Your%20Forest%20Savings%20Account_April29Update.pdf


Rob Farrell 
State Forester 
Virginia Department of Forestry


Headquarters
900 Natural Resources Drive, #800 
Charlottesville, VA 22903
office (434) 220-9047


cell (757) 810-6943 



mailto:rob.farrell@dof.virginia.gov

mailto:dof-allemployees@dof.virginia.gov

http://dof.virginia.gov/covid/Your%20Forest%20Savings%20Account_April29Update.pdf





fax (434) 220-9140


rob.farrell@dof.virginia.gov


www.dof.virginia.gov



mailto:rob.farrell@dof.virginia.gov

http://www.dof.virginia.gov/



